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2005 Flight Events 
Meeting Minutes


By Tom Eichhorn


May 2005


May’s meeting was held at Wells Field in Deer Creek.


Officers in attendance were: Steve Hendricks, Dick Baner and Tom Eichhorn.





The treasurer’s report was given by Dick Baner.





Old business: 


A special project was procured and is awaiting finalization.





Dick Baner wrote a check to Tom Eichhorn for filling propane tank, project procurement and a storage box, plates etc for the barbecue utensils.





The horseshoe pit is installed special thanks to Gary Weiss for donating horseshoe set and pit installation.





New business:


Tim Wells brought up an out of town group asking for a donation, it was voted down as Deer Creek is the focus of our community\club involvement.





There was low turnout for the meeting (inclimate weather) and an impromptu barbecue was done for the remaining (die-hard) club members.





A good time was had  by all.





A reminder that the next meeting will be at Wells Field, June 11th.


Since the weather is improving Friday, Saturday and Sunday barbecues are encouraged. Saturday barbecues being the more organized and family attended. Club members should bring a meat, bread to put it in (if needed) and a side dish.





The safety inspection is postponed till good weather and members are present. 


****








Next Club Meeting





Date: June 11th, 2005		


Place: Wells Field – Deer Creek, IL


Time: 5:00 gather, 6 PM eat, 7 PM meeting





Officers


Squadron Commander


Allan Mays





Flight Leaders


Conrad Grembowicz


Steve Hendricks





Treasurer


Richard Baner





Secretary


Tom Eichhorn





Webmaster/Newsletter Editor (not reporter)


Tom Eichhorn

















New Plane


By Tom Eichhorn





Club member Dennis Wyckoff recently picked up a nearly completed Rans Coyote which he will be finishing at his home in Germantown Hills and was fortunate enough to find hangar space at nearby Shuck-Oltman airfield for a year.





Dennis recently sold a project plane he had and greatly upgraded to this zero hour Rans, which has both tri-gear and tail dragger setup. Dennis opted for the tri-gear to compliment his GA background. Any and all club members with Rans experience will definitely be called on for insight and direction. 








Rain, Rain, Rain


By Al Bunnis





All is going well here in wet, wet, wet California. This spring I talked my wife into purchasing an old Ford 9N, built in 1941 I think, and a 5’ wide disk. The tractor was a little rough, but we put new front tires and a new exhaust on it, as well as gave it a complete tune up, oil change, and lube. Now it runs pretty good as long as It’s not too warm out. It does tend to overheat if you don’t watch it in hot weather. Anyway, the tractor was purchased to knock down the weeds and level the ground in the back 10 acres, so I could get a runway cut in. It took a million trips up and down; which I followed with driving my pickup up and down, to break up the clumps and pack the dirt. Anyway, after a couple weeks of this, I was finally able to call it smooth enough to land a plane on. 





On May first I had Connie drive me over to the airport and I took off from their for the last time. By the time I got here it was about 10:30 AM, and getting pretty bumpy. I made several passes to check out approach from both directions. The south side has an orchard at the end, but the trees are only 10’ – 15’ tall. It also has large black fields, and everytime I came in I would get caught up in thermal activity and had a hard time getting on the ground without picking up airspeed. I think some practice slipping is in order.





The north end has my garden, a 60’ oak tree about 300 feet from the runway, and the hiway. Beyond that it’s an open field. In the end I opted to land into the wind and came in over the oak. I was pretty high, and a little fast coming in, but managed to get my Challenger on the ground and stopped with a couple hundred feet to spare. It was very reminiscent of landing from the north at Daniels, except the runway was dirt, bumpy, and about 900 feet shorter.  While I was able to drive my pickup on the runway at 45 miles per hour, it was still a bit bumpy. I need to get a grader to fine tune it. I’ll try to get a picture if it dries up this week.





I had ordered new 6” wheels and 6x15” tires for the ‘off-road’, but the brake bolts were too short, so I had to order new ones from Quad City. They should be here this week, and will help tremendously, I’m sure!





I’ve also been busy building a hanger of sorts. It’s just a shed on the south end of my barn, 36 feet wide and 12 feet deep. The tail of the plane extends into the barn itself. Unfortunately, it started raining again before I got a roof on it, and the wind is howling tonight. I’ve tied my plane down with a tarp over it, but the wind is coming straight up 180 and hitting the plane and barn head on. I’m feeling a bit uneasy with the weather tonight.    �HYPERLINK "mailto:Al Bunnis<abunnis@genesyslab.com>"��Al Bunnis�
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Now & Zen


By Tom Eichhorn 





Fear\Terror





There was never a doubt I wanted to fly after all Jimmy Stewart was a military pilot, my uncle Art Schertz was a military jet pilot, my uncle Dick Dingledine was a Cessna pilot, my friend\manager in Reno, NV, Don Gurney was a military jet pilot, my father-in-law Hugh Wagner was a military P-51 pilot (DFC) and of course Sky King. The influences and role models of all the above were synonymous with people that were full of life and who were faceted by experience  as is a fine diamond.


If Tim Wells hadn’t followed me home one day to check out my yellow 356 Porsche kit, I never would have had a chance to realize this dream. I went to the field for 2 years before I was able to buy a plane with a hangar, from club members Tom Kingsley and Fred Mathews.





Learning to fly, I had no fear. My instructor, Jamie “Master” Kee, had a way of talking, teaching and demonstrating the plane, environment, protocol and lessons that simply instilled trust, respect and confidence in me. Even on days where I wasn’t connecting with the plane or lesson plan, he made me feel I had accomplished some headway into my journey. Whether something is completed successfully or not, if something is learned there is no failure within the lesson, simply a postponement of progress.





I love to push and be pushed in situations of learning, as a steady but fast paced involvement is where my timing and absorption seem to find their optimum crux for learning and adapting. If there were times I wanted to savor and reflect on the task completed (whether successful or not) I would ask if we could just fly for awhile. When I succeed at something I love to wear that feeling, make it integral and call on it when it should be needed. The feel of success can retune me to repeat and remain within a successful posture.





I remember the morning I was possibly going to be signed off, I was driving to the field and mentally asked Hugh to ride with me that day (I should mention I do believe all that are and have gone before remain silent and vigilant guides). The flight test that morning was less than satisfactory. Driving back I asked Hugh why he wasn’t with me, his reply was “This is your test, not mine”, he was right, point taken, lesson learned. Hugh was very much of German ancestry, stoic, terse and very dry. Hugh was very mission oriented, in his last years his body riddled with debilitating rheumatoid arthritis, he would say “If it takes me all day to wash my hair, what else do I have to do” with a chuckle.





The following lesson went well. I landed the plane and Jamie said take a break. I got a coke and a cigarette and sat and talked with my aunt and her boyfriend who happened to be at the field that day. Jamie called me back he had a hand held radio in his hand and said I should take the plane up by myself, he would be on the radio with me and I should tell him what I was doing while I was doing it. This was something he would do with me from time to time to see what I was thinking and planning.





Fortunately there was no time to think, I had just landed the plane well two times before the only difference was its performance and handling with me solo. I felt Jamie was with me as I could hear him in the radio and pretended he was in the plane as always. After two successful takeoffs and landings, got out of the plane and felt great. Jamie and Rick Jones came up and Jamie said well done and with that he and Rick proceeded to irreparably rip my shirt. My logbook was signed and witnessed, I was now able to solo.





My first flight solo was great calm weather, take of smooth, flying was exhilarating. Landing seemed no problem, downwind, base (looked good) and final lined up well. Then at 30’ sheer terror\panic hit as the ground seemed to come up faster then ever before, touched, ballooned and stalled. It was at 30’ the truth that a beginning flier really knows nothing but what experience they have had as students, hit me.





I love my life, why expose myself to experiences that test your skills and have possible extremely detrimental side effects. Doubt begat fear, that begat terror. I wanted to fly to enjoy and experience a broader horizon. My talk with myself was simple. If you can’t find the enjoyment in flying and be confident with yourself don’t do it. I saw terror when I had a car wreck and also when I nearly drowned in a rip tide, yet I was able to set aside terror with confidence and a complete serenity and surrender of mind, body and soul. Doub\fear\terror when faced with confidence\serenity\accredidation is no match and easily consumed breaking a cycle and extending an infinite line\path\birthright. The balance went from extremes to a positive resolve of negative emotions to confidence tempered by cautiousness and yet another mountain became a molehill.





So, till Zen, may you have great sky, a sound plane and remember always and all ways “Fly the plane”. 


Oh yeah and “Be safe damn it”.


***





Notice to All Ultralight\Light Sport Aircraft Clubs





We encourage any club or organization that is within a 180-mile radius of Peoria, Illinois to email us with news of their club fly-ins or links to their sites. 





We email our newsletter to other clubs (EAA, USUA, ASC or non-affiliated) in hopes of furthering the awareness of Ultralights\LSA and our sport within our communities. 





Any farmer that is interested in developing an airpark and creating a higher yield than a cash crop, please email us.





Email us at      http://www.hoi-ultralights.org/newsletter_signup.htm








MAY


  Aeronca Fly-In at Kewanee Airport


  Breakfast on Sat. and Sun mornings





14	HOIU meeting - Dinner Meeting


            	Cookout, Fly and Meeting�            	Wells Field - Deer Creek, IL 


  


14-15   	Wig-Wag 2005 Competition 


            	Boyer Flight Park�            	Burnetsville, IN 


 


15 	EAA Chapter 1315 - Fly-in breakfast


Taylorville Airport, Taylorville, IL





15        	UL Chapter 88 - Tommy's Airpark


            	will have a ham and bean lunch


11:00 AM to 2:00 PM - $5.00, all you can eat.





21	EAA Chapter 563- Fly-In Breakfast


            	Mt. Hawley - 0730 - 0900  





22	Canton-Ingersol Fly-in Breakfast 


            	Canton, IL  - 7-11 AM





JUNE


4	EAA Chapter 563- Fly-In Breakfast


Mt. Hawley Airport, Peoria  0730





5	Hartenbowers Hectares Fly-In Breakfast 


Lostant, IL         815-882-2573 


  


10-12	SAA 


              Frasca Field (C16) 


              Urbana, IL 


  


11	HOIU meeting - Dinner Meeting 


Cookout, Fly and Meeting�Wells Field - Deer Creek, IL 





18 	EAA Chapter 563- Fly-In Breakfast


            	Mt. Hawley - 0730 - 0900  





Greenville Pilots Association


Pancake Breakfast Fly-in


8am-12  - Greenville, IL     GRE


tank up at Tommy Georges


ultralight friendly  - 100 mi approx


Ritz - 618-664-0926  gaa@ezeeweb.com


 


1 9	EAA Chapter 1315 - Fly-in breakfast


Taylorville Airport, Taylorville, IL





25	Fly-in\Drive-in


	11am - ??


N40 18’ 138” W89 07’ 421” – 123.45


Holland Field - McLean, IL





JULY


2	EAA Chapter 563- Fly-In Breakfast


Mt. Hawley Airport, Peoria  0730





3	Hartenbowers Hectares Fly-In Breakfast


Lostant, IL         815-882-2573





9	HOIU meeting - Dinner Meeting


Cookout, Fly and Meeting�       Wells Field - Deer Creek, IL 





16 	EAA Chapter 563- Fly-In Breakfast


            	Mt. Hawley - 0730 - 0900  





 17	EAA Chapter 1315 - Fly-in breakfast


Taylorville Airport, Taylorville, IL


  


25-31	AirVenture 


             	Oshkosh, WI 





AUGUST


6	EAA Chapter 563- Fly-In Breakfast


Mt. Hawley Airport, Peoria  0730





7       	Hartenbowers Hectares Fly-In Breakfast 


            	Lostant, IL         815-882-2573 


  


8-11   	 PPC Softwing Championship 2005 


            	� HYPERLINK "http://www.usppa.org/Events/upcoming_events.htm" \t "_blank" �Greenville, IL (Near St. Louis)  Cost: $TBA� 


  


13       	HOIU meeting - Dinner Meeting 


            	Cookout, Fly and Meeting�            	Wells Field - Deer Creek, IL 





20 	EAA Chapter 563- Fly-In Breakfast


            	Mt. Hawley - 0730 - 0900  


 


21        	EAA Chapter 1315 - Fly-in breakfast


            	Taylorville Airport, Taylorville, IL





26-28	Tommy Georges Rendezvous Fly-in


122.8 - 18/36 - N39*39'04" -  W089*27'31"


Food, camping


 


SEPTEMBER


3	EAA Chapter 563- Fly-In Breakfast


Mt. Hawley Airport, Peoria  0730





4       	Hartenbowers Hectares Fly-In Breakfast 


            	Lostant, IL         815-882-2573 


  


5-12    	� HYPERLINK "http://www.stearmanflyin.com/" \t "_blank" �Stearman Fly-in � 


           	Galesburg Municipal Airport 


           	Galesburg, IL 


�10	HOIU meeting - Dinner Meeting 


            	Cookout, Fly and Meeting�            	Wells Field - Deer Creek, IL 


 


18	EAA Chapter 1315 - Fly-in breakfast


            	Taylorville Airport, Taylorville, IL


 


OCTOBER


1	EAA Chapter 563- Fly-In Breakfast


Mt. Hawley Airport, Peoria  0730





2	Hartenbowers Hectares Fly-In Breakfast 


Lostant, IL         815-882-2573 








�8	HOIU meeting - Dinner Meeting 


ANNUAL WEINER ROAST�Wells Field - Deer Creek, IL  


 


16	EAA Chapter 1315 - Fly-in breakfast


 	Taylorville Airport, Taylorville, IL


  


NOVEMBER


12	Deer Creek Pancake & Sausage Dinner 


            	Volunteers needed 


  


19	HOIU meeting - Dinner Meeting 


            	5 PM eat and meet 7 PM�            	Wells Field - Deer Creek, IL 


  


DECEMBER
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